Message

I am always pleased to have the chance to visit Japan, and especially so with my family. Japan is a beautiful, gracious, and
civil society. Japan has also been important in my own thinking. My ideas about multiple intelligences were stimulated by my
growing familiarity with the Suzuki Talent Education program and, more generally, my growing knowledge about Japanese
culture. I am grateful to the Multiple Intelligences Society of Japan for its support of my work and for giving me the opportunity to
return to Japan in August 2006. Thanks also to the University of Tokyo, Sony Foundation for Education, and Sony Corporation,
who also co-sponsored my last visit, and to the warm supporters: Spiral Star Japan, Inc., Ricoh Kyosan, Inc., Tsuzuki International
Scholarship Foundation and Linden Hall Elementary School.

When one is known for certain ideas, the choice of topics for presentation presents a dilemma. Not surprisingly, audiences
want to hear you talk about the ideas with which they have some familiarity—in my case, almost always about multiple
intelligences. But as a researcher who continues to explore new ideas, | am eager to talk about my current work. During my
visit to Japan, I will try to satisfy both impulses. Accordingly, I will speak about my recently published book Changing Minds:
The Art and Science of Changing our Own and Other People's Minds-- this book has been translated into Japanese. Also, in an
effort to summarize my recent thinking about education, I will speak about the importance in education of Deep Understanding,
within and across the scholarly disciplines.

Just this past week, [ heard the sad news that Giyoo Hatano, one of Japan's most outstanding scholars, and a dear friend, had

died. I mourn the passing of this great and good man. I would like to dedicate my lectures to the memory of Giyoo Hatano.

Hivaw/ Brkec,

Howard Gardner
Hobbs Professor of Education and Cognition

Harvard Graduate School of Education
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